Hovercraft

· Research Task:
Students carry out a research on Hovercraft using the Internet. 

What is a hovercraft? 

How does it work? 

Where are hovercrafts used and for what purposes? 

Illustrate their findings with a diagram or image of a hovercraft. Present your findings in a multimedia format using Word or Powerpoint.

· Practical Activity to demonstrate the principle of a hovercraft:

Make a simple hovercraft using the method below (or students could be challenged to design one themselves).

The following method constructs a simple hovercraft to demonstrate the principles of a hovercraft.. 

Materials

Flat, stiff, light weight plastic sheet, must be smooth. Lid from take way food container works well

A smooth, flat surface (melamine bench top, very smooth wooden surface)

Blu-tac

Scissors

Balloon

Small hollow object that will hold neck of inflated balloon (e.g Selley’s glue gun applicator tips work very well)

Method

1. Pierce a small hole in the middle of the round plastic sheet or cardboard.

2. Using blu-tac, stick one end of the hollow object to the flat sheet, making sure that the hollow is over the hole in the sheet. Make sure that the joint between the tube and sheet is well sealed with blu-tac and that no air will leak through.

3. Blow up the balloon.

4. Quickly stretch the neck of the balloon over the free end of the hollow object and let go. This step works best over a smooth table.

5. Record what happens and explain.

Present your report in a multimedia format in Word or Powerpoint. Take a digital image of the balloon-hovercraft that you have constructed and insert that into your report.

Take a video clip of the hovercraft in motion and insert that into your report. 





Click here for a video clip of the balloon hovercraft working 








